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CHAPTER 1 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACT 
Article 
1. Words and phrases defined. 
2. Department of motor vehicles. 
3. Original and renewal of registration, issuance of certificates of title. 
4. Transfers of title or interest. 
5. Filing instruments evidencing liens or encumbrances. 
6. Proportional registration of interstate vehicles. 
7. Special plates to manufacturers, transporters and dealers. 
8. Manufacturers, transporters, motor car dealers and wreckers must be 
licensed, Repealed. 
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9. Special anti-theft laws. 
10. Offenses against registration laws - suspension or revocatio 
registration. 
11. Registration and license fees. 
12. Penalties. 
13. Automobile driver education tax. 
ARTICLE 1 
WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED 
Section 
41-1-1. Definitions. 
41-1-1. Definitions. The following words and phrases when used int 
act shall, for the purpose of this act, have the following meanings resp 
tively ascribed to them: 
(a) "Vehicle." Every device in, upon, or by which any person or pr1 
erty is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devi1 
moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or trad 
(b) "Motor Vehicle." Every vehicle which is self-propelled and eve 
vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead troll 
wires, but not operated upon rails. 
(c) "Motorcycle." Every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use 
the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contl 
with the ground, but excluding a tractor. 
(d) "Truck Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used primar 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load otl: 
than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn. 
(e) "Farm Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used primar 
as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and oH 
implements of husbandry. 
(f) "Road Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used for drawi 
other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon eitl: 
independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn. 
(g) "Trailer." Every vehicle without motive power designed for carryi 
persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so cc 
structed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle. 
(h) "Semitrailer." Every vehicle without motive power designed J 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle a 
so constructed that some part of its weight and that of its load rests 
is carried by another vehicle. 
(i) "Specially Constructed Vehicle." Every vehicle of a type required 
be registered hereunder not originally constructed under a distincti 
name, make, model, or type by a generally recognized manufacturer 
vehicles and not materially altered from its original construction. 
158 
41-1-1 MOTOR VEHICLES 
9. Special anti-theft laws. 
10. Offenses against registration laws - suspension or revocation of 
registration. 
11. Registration and license fees. 
12. Penalties. 
13. Automobile driver education tax. 
ARTICLE 1 
WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED 
Section 
41-1-1. Definitions. 
41-1-1. Definitions. The following words and phrases when used in this 
act shall, for the purpose of this act, have the following meanings respec-
tively ascribed to them: 
(a) "Vehicle." Every device in, upon, or by which any person or prop~ 
erty is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices 
moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 
(b) "Motor Vehicle." Every vehicle which is self-propelled and every 
vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
wires, but not operated upon rails. 
(c) "Motorcycle." Every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of 
the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact 
with the ground, but excluding a tractor. 
(d) "Truck Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other 
than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn. 
(e) "Farm Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other 
implements of husbandry. 
(f) "Road Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used for drawing 
other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon either 
independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn. 
(g) "Trailer." Every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying 
persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so con-
structed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle. 
(h) "Semitrailer." Every vehicle without motive power designed for 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and 
so constructed that some part of its weight and that of its load rests or 
is carried by another vehicle. 
(i) "Specially Constructed Vehicle." Every vehicle of a type required to 
be registered hereunder not originally constructed under a distinctive 
name, make, model, or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of 
vehicles and not materially altered from its original construction. 
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(j) "Reconstructed Vehicle." Every vehicle of a type required to be 
registered hereunder materially altered from its original construction by 
the removal, addition, or substitution of essential parts, new or used. 
(k) "Essential Parts." All integral and body parts of a vehicle of a type 
required to be registered hereunder, the removal, alteration, or substitu-
tion of which would tend to conceal the identity of the vehicle or substan-
tially alter its appearance, model, type, or mode of operation. 
(1) "Foreign Vehicle." Every vehicle of a type required to be registered 
hereunder brought into this state from another state, territory, or country 
other than in the ordinary course of business by or through a manufac-
turer or dealer and not registered in this state. 
(m) "Implement of Husbandry." Every vehicle which is designed for 
agricultural purposes and exclusively used by the owner thereof in the con-
duct of his agricultural operations. 
(n) "Special Mobile Equipment." Every vehicle not designed or used 
primarily for the transportation of persons or property and incidentally 
operated or moved over the highways, including farm tractors, road con-
struction, or maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 
apparatus, and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration shall be 
deemed partial and shall not operate to exclude other such vehicles which 
are within the general terms of this section. 
(o) "Pneumatic Tire." Every tire in which compressed air is designed 
to support the load. 
(p) "Solid Tire." Every tire of rubber or other resilient material which 
does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the load. 
(q) "Metal Tire." Every tire the surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partially of metal or other hard, nonresilient mate-
rial. 
(r) "Commission." The state tax commission of this state. 
(s) "Department." The motor vehicle division of the state tax commis-
sion. 
(t) "Person." Every natural person, firm, copartnership, association, or 
corporation. 
(u) "Owner." A person who holds the legal title of a vehicle. In the 
event said title reflects the names of two or more persons as co-owners 
in the alternative by use of the word "or" or "and/or," each co-owner shall 
be deemed to have granted to the other co-owners the absolute right to 
endorse and deliver title and to dispose of the vehicle. In the event said 
title reflects the names of two or more persons as co-owners in the 
conjunctive by use of the word "and," or said title does not reflect any 
alternative or conjunctive word, the same shall thereafter require the 
endorsement of each co-owner to transfer the vehicle. Where a vehicle is 
the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or installment sale 
or mortgage thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the 
conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of posses-
sion vested in the conditional vendee or mortgagor, or where the vehicle 
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is the subject of a security agreement, then such conditional vendee, mort-
gagor or debtor shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of this act. 
Where a vehicle is the subject of an agreement to lease, the lessor is 
deemed to be the owner until the lessee exercises his option to purchase 
the same. 
(v) "Nonresident." Every person who is not a resident of this state and 
who does not engage in intrastate business within this state and operate 
in such business any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer within this state. 
Every person who engages in intrastate business within this state and 
operates in such business any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer in this 
state or who, even though engaging in interstate commerce, maintains any 
such vehicles in this state as the home station of such vehicle shall be 
deemed to be a resident of this state, in so far as such vehicles are con-
cerned in administering the provisions of this act. 
(w) "Dealer." Every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, 
or exchanging vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder in this 
state. 
(x) ''Transporter." Every person engaged in the business of transport-
ing motor vehicles of a type subject to registration under the Motor Vehi-
cle Act. 
(y) "Manufacturer." Every person engaged in the business of construct-
ing or assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder 
at an established place of business in this state. 
(z) "Established Place of Business." The place actually occupied either 
continuously or at regular periods by a dealer or manufacturer where his 
books and records are kept and a large share of his business is transacted. 
(aa) "Public Garage." Every building or other place where motor vehi-
cles are kept and stored by the public and where a charge is made for such 
storage and keeping of motor vehicles. 
(bb) "Street or Highway." The entire width between property lines of 
every way or place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to 
the public, as a matter of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic. 
(cc) "Weighmaster." A person, association of persons, or corporation 
who may weigh vehicles under this act. 
(dd) "Certified Scale Weigh Ticket." A weigh ticket which has been duly 
issued by the weighmaster under this act. 
(ee) "Actual Weight." The actual unladen weight of a vehicle or combi-
nation of vehicles as operated and certified to by a weighmaster. 
(ff) "Gross Laden Weight." The weight of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles, equipped for operation, to which shall be added the maximum 
load to be carried thereon. 
(gg) "Interstate Commercial Vehicles or Commercial Vehicles." Vehi-
cles used or maintained for the transportation of persons for hire, compen-
sation or profit, or designed, used or maintained primarily for the 
transportation of property, and operated in more than one jurisdiction. 
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(hh) "Wrecker." Every person engaged in the business of wrecking or 
dismantling vehicles, of a type subject to registration under this act, for 
the resale of parts or for salvage. 
(ii) "Camper." Any structure that contains a floor that is designed to 
be mounted on a motor vehicle and is designed to provide facilities for 
human habitation or camping, and is six feet or more in over-all length 
and five and one-half feet or more in height from floor to ceiling at any 
point and has no more than one axle designed to support a portion of the 
weight. 
(jj) "Fleet." One or more commercial vehicles which supply motive 
power and contain a compartment for the driver. "Fleet" also means not 
less than ten commercial vehicles which are trailers or semitrailers. 
(kk) "Jurisdiction." A state, district, province, political subdivision, ter-
ritory or possession of the United States or any foreign country. 
(11) "Preceding year." A period of twelve consecutive months fixed by 
the department, which is within sixteen months immediately preceding the 
commencement of the registration or license year in which proportional 
registration is sought. The department in fixing such period shall conform 
it to the terms, conditions and requirements of any applicable agreement 
or arrangement for the proportional registration of vehicles. 
(mm) "Registration year." The calendar year. If the commission enters 
into a multistate agreement for administration of proportional registration 
which prescribes a different twelve-month period, then it means such dif-
ferent period. 
(nn) "Total fleet miles." The total number of miles operated in all juris-
dictions during the preceding year by power units. If fleets are composed 
entirely of trailers or semitrailers, fleet miles mean the total number of 
miles which such vehicles were towed on the highways of all jurisdictions 
during the preceding year. 
(oo) "In-state miles." The total number of miles operated in this state 
during the preceding year by fleet power units. If fleets are composed 
entirely of trailers or semitrailers, "in-state miles" mean the total number 
of miles which such vehicles were towed on Utah highways during the pre-
ceding year. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 1; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-1; L. 1943, ch. 64, § 1; 1955, 
ch. 66, § 1; 1963, ch. 66, § 1; 1965, ch. 76, § 1; 
1971, ch. 105, § 3; 1972, ch. 9, § 1; 1973, ch. 75, 
§ 1; 1975, ch. 123, § 1; 1979, ch. 150, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment deleted "and who has 
an established place of business for such pur-
poses" after "registered hereunder" in subd. 
(w); and rewrote subds. (cc), (dd), and (ee). 
The 1943 amendment rewrote subd. (v) 
defining "nonresident" which read: "Every 
person who is not a resident of this state, 
who does not sojourn or engage in any gain-
ful occupation in this state for a period of 
sixty days." 
The 1955 amendment added subds. (ff) and 
(gg) defining gross laden weight and inter-
state commercial vehicles. 
The 1963 amendment made no changes in 
this section. 
The 1965 amendment rewrote subd. (x) 
defining ''Transporter" which read: "Every 
person engaged in the business of delivering 
vehicles of a type required to be registered 
hereunder from a manufacturing, assem-
bling, or distributing plant to dealers or sales 
agents of a manufacturer"; and added subd. 
(hh) defining wrecker. . ' 
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The 1971 amendment substituted "mini-
mum load" for "maximum load" in subd. (ff); 
deleted "persons for hire, compensation or 
profit, or designed, used, or maintained 
primarily for the transportation of' before 
"property" in subd. (gg); added subd. (ii), 
defining "Camper"; and made minor changes 
in phraseology. 
The 1972 amendment substituted "maxi-
mum" for "minimum" in subd. (ff); inserted 
"persons for hire, compensation or profit, or 
designed, used or maintained primarily for 
the transportation of" in subd. (gg); and 
made a minor change in phraseology. 
The 1973 amendment inserted the second 
sentence in subd. (u); rewrote subd. (gg) 
which read: "Vehicles operated primarily in 
more than one state and used or maintained 
for the transportation of persons for hire, 
compensation, or profit, or designed, used or 
maintained primarily for the transportation 
of property"; and added subds. (jj) through 
(oo). 
The 1975 amendment substituted "One or 
more commercial vehicles which supply 
motive power" in subd. (jj) for "Three or 
more commercial vehicles at least two of 
which are known as power units and supply 
motive power." 
The 1979 amendment, in subd. (u), inserted 
the second and third sentences; substituted 
"installment sale or mortgage" for "lease" in 
the first part of the fourth sentence; substi-
tuted "mortgagor, or where * * * a security 
agreement" in the fourth sentence for "lessee 
or, in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is 
entitled to possession"; deleted "lessee" and 
inserted "debtor" near the end of the fourth 
sentence; deleted the former second sentence 
which defined "owner" for purposes of "pro-
portional registration" as "a person, other 
than an agent, engaged in operating a com-
mercial vehicle who is entitled to both exclu-
sive possession and control of such vehicle, 
actual or constructive, through purchase, 
contract, lease or other lawful means"; added 
the last sentence to subd. (u); and made 
minor changes in phraseology. 
Title of Act. 
An act relating to motor vehicles, trailers 
and semitrailers, the ownership thereof and 
other interests therein; and to provide for 
the registration thereof and the issuance of 
certificates of title therefor upon payment of 
certain fees; and to license persons in the 
business of wrecking such vehicles or dealing 
in such vehicles or parts thereof; and to pro-
tect owners of such vehicles against theft, 
embezzlement or other loss thereof; and pro-
viding for the administration and enforce-
ment of motor vehicle laws by a department 
of motor vehicles; and imposing penalties for 
violations of this act; and to make unifonn 
the law relating to the subject matter of this 
act; and repealing Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9 and 
11, Title 57, Revised Statutes of Utah, 1933; 
and Chapters 43 and 44, Laws of Utah, 1933, 
and all other acts or parts of acts in conflict 
with the provisions of this act. - Laws 1935, 
ch. 46. 
Uniform Laws. 
The Uniform Motor Vehicle Registration 
Act was declared obsolete by the National 
Conference of Commissioners on Unifonn 
State Laws in August 1943. 
In 1946 the Conference endorsed the Uni-
form Vehicle Code revised and approved by 
the National Conference on Street and High-
way Safety. In 1948 the National Conference 
endorsed certain revisions approved by the 
National Conference on Street and Highway 
Safety. 
The Motor Vehicle Registration Act was 
adopted in Delaware, Idaho, Kansas, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Carolina and Utah, and 
with modifications in Colorado, Louisiana, 
and North Dakota. 
Effective Date. 
Section 2 of Laws 1972, ch. 9, provided that 
the act take effect upon approval. Approved 
January 1, 1972. 
Cross-References. 
"Mobile home," "travel trailer," "motor 
home" and "recreational vehicle" defined, 
41-20-1. 
Motor carriers, 54-6-1 et seq. 
"Snowmobile" defined, 41-22-2, 41-22-22. 
Words and phrases defined by statute, con-
struction of, 68-3-11. 
Highway. 
The phrase "as a matter of right" as used 
in subd. (bb) defining "street or highway" 
means a legally enforceable right against the 
owner of land and an access road to the site 
of a dam construction project is not a "high-
way" within the meaning of the definition, 
and vehicles using such a road were not sub-
ject to registration and license fees. Arch 
Dam Constructors v. State Tax Comm. (1961) 
12 U 2d 96, 363 P 2d 80. 
Motor vehicle, trailer, and semitrailer. 
Definitions of the phrase "motor vehicle" 
in statutes unrelated to the Sales Tax Act 
(59-15-1 et seq.) do not necessarily determine 
what meaning the phrase has in the latter 
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described separately in this act and there is 
an indication of an intent not. to include 
iemitrailers and trailers in the term "motor 
iehicle." Pacific Intermountain Express Co. 
,. State Tax Comm. (1958) 8 U 2d 144, 329 P 
?.d650. 
"Owner." 
Motor carrier leasing truck tractors and 
iemitrailers from United States defense cor-
poration for movement of military supplies 
was not "owner" of such units within mean-
ing of registration fee provisions of 41-1-131, 
where under lease United States government 
retained title, and motor carrier's option to 
buy trucks at end of lease period could be 
defeated by cancellation. Pacific 
Intermountain Express Co. v. State Tax 
Comm. (1945) 108 U 478, 161 P 2d 359. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <S=> 1. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles §§ 1-8. 
7A AmJur 2d 193 et seq., Automobiles and 
Highway Traffic § 1 et seq. 
Airplane as within terms "vehicle," "motor 
vehicle," etc., 165 ALR 916. 
Conflicts between statutes and local regu-
lations, 21 ALR 1196, 64 ALR 997, 147 ALR 
522. 
Motorcycle as within contract, statute, or 
ordinance in relation to motor cars, motor-
driven cars, etc., 48 ALR 1090, 70 ALR 1253. 
ARTICLE 2 


















Powers and duties of commission - Administering act. 
Rules and regulations. 
Seal. 
Office of department. 
Commission to prescribe forms. 
Authority to administer oaths. 
Certified copies of records. 
Records - Inspection by public - Search fee - Destruction or reproduction. 
Registration application - Inspection - Grant or refusal. 
Seizure of documents and plates - Grounds - Receipt. 
Distribution of motor vehicle laws. 
Power to summon witnesses and take testimony. 
Service of summons - Witness fees - Failure to appear - Penalty. 
Jurisdiction of district court to enforce orders of commission. 
Giving of notice - Method. 
Department and officers to enforce act. 
41-1-2. Powers and duties of commission - Administering act. The 
commission is hereby vested with the power and is charged with the duty 
of observing, administering and enforcing the provisions of this act and 
of all laws regulating the operation of vehicles or the use of the highways, 
the enforcement or administration of which is now or hereafter vested in 
the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 2; C. 1943, 
57-3a-2. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Activities relating to traffic law enforce-
ment, licensing and control of drivers, acci-
dent records, financial responsibilities of 
drivers and safety education are transferred 
to the department of public safety. See 
41-13-4. 
Cross-References. 
State tax commission designated vehicle 
department, 41-10-1. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles e=> 6. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 16. 
State regulation, 7A AmJur 2d 202, Auto-
mobiles and Highways § 14. 
41-1-3. Rules and regulations. The commission is hereby authorized 
to adopt and enforce such rules and regulations as may be necessary to 
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carry out the provisions of this act and any other laws, the enforcement 
and administration of which are vested in the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 3; C. 1943, 
57-3a-3. 
41-1-4. Seal. The commission may adopt an official seal for the use of 
the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 4; C. 1943, 
57-3a-4. 
41-1-5. Office of department. The commission shall maintain an office 
in the state capitol and in such other places in the state as it may deem 
necessary properly to carry out the powers and duties vested in the depart• 
ment. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 5; C. 1943, 
57-3a-5. 
41-1-6. Commission to prescribe forms. The commission shall pre-
scribe and provide suitable forms of applications, certificates of title; regis• 
tration cards, operators' and chauffeurs' licenses, and all other forms 
requisite or deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of this act and 
any other laws, the enforcement and administration of which are vested 
in the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 6; C. 1943, 
57-3a-6. 
41-1-7. Authority to administer oaths. Officers and employees of the 
department designated by the commission are for the purpose of adminis-
tering the motor vehicle laws, authorized to administer oaths and acknowl-
edge signatures, and shall do so without fee. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 7; C. 1943, CrOS8-References. 
57-3a-7. Oaths and bonds of public officers, 52-1-1 el 
seq. 
41-1-8. Certified copies of records. The commission and such officers 
of the department as it may designate are hereby authorized to prepare 
under the seal of the department and deliver upon request a certified copy 
of any record of the department, charging a fee of fifty cents for each docu-
ment so authenticated, and every such certified copy shall be admissible 
in any proceeding in any court in like manner as the original thereof. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 8; C. 1943, 
57-3a-8. 
41-1-9. Records - Inspection by public - Search fee - Destruc-
tion or reproduction. All records of the department, other than those 
declared by law to be confidential for the use of the department, shall be 
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open to public inspection during office hours. The department may charge 
a reasonable search fee not to exceed 50 cents for the inspection of each 
such document. However, no such fees shall be charged for the furnishing 
to persons of information necessary for their compliance with the provi-
sions of this act. 
The commission may destroy any records of the department which have 
been maintained on file for three years which it may deem obsolete and 
of no further service in carrying out the powers and duties of the depart-
ment, or the commission may at any time place the records on microfilm, 
microfiche or other reproduction material as it deems most advisable. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 45, § 9; C. 1943, 
57-3a-9; L. 1963, ch. 66, § 2; 1979, ch. 150, § 2. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1963 amendment added sentences 
relating to search fees to the first paragraph. 
The 1979 amendment added "or the com-
mission may * * * advisable" to the second 
paragraph. 
Collateral References. 
Right to inspect motor vehicle records, 84 
ALR 2d 1261. 
41-1-10. Registration application - Inspection - Grant or refusal. 
The department shall examine and determine the genuineness, regularity 
and legality of every application for registration of a vehicle and for a cer-
tificate of title therefor; and for an operator's or chauffeur's license; and 
of any other application lawfully made to the department; and may in all 
cases make investigation as may be deemed necessary or require additional 
information; and shall reject any such application if not satisfied of the 
genuineness, regularity, or legality thereof or the truth of any statement 
contained therein, or for any other reason, when authorized by law. 
History: L. 1935, . ch. 46, § 10; C. 1943, 
57-3a-10. 
41-1-11. Seizure of documents and plates - Grounds - Receipt. 
The department, peace officers and state patrolmen are hereby authorized 
to take possession of any certificate of title, registration card, decal, 
permit, license or registration plate or any other article issued by the 
department upon expiration, suspension, revocation, alteration or cancella-
tion thereof, or which is fictitious, or which has been unlawfully or errone-
ously issued, or which is unlawfully or erroneously displayed. A receipt 
shall be issued for any such confiscated item. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 11; C. 1943, 
57-3a-ll; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 3. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "peace offi-
cers and state patrolmen" and "decal" in the 
first sentence; inserted "or any other article" 
in the first sentence; inserted "alteration" in 
the first sentence; added "or which is unlaw-
fully or erroneously displayed" to the first 
sentence; added the second sentence; and 
made minor changes in phraseology. 
41-1-12. Distribution of motor vehicle laws. The department may 
publish a synopsis or summary of the laws of this state regulating the 
operation of vehicles and may deliver a copy thereof without charge with 
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each original vehicle registration and with each original operator's or 
chauffeur's license. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 12; C. 1943, 
57-3a-12. 
41-1-13. Power to summon witnesses and take testimony. The com-
mission and officers of the department designated by it shall have author-
ity to summon witnesses to give testimony under oath or to give written 
deposition upon any matter under the jurisdiction of the department. Such 
summons may require the production of relevant books, papers or records. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 13; C. 1943, Cross-References. 
57-3a-13. Witnesses generally, 78-24-1 et seq. 
41-1-14. Service of summons - Witness fees - Failure to appear 
- Penalty. Every such summons shall be served at least five days before 
the return date, either by personal service made by any person over eigh-
teen years of age or by registered mail, but return acknowledgment is 
required to prove such latter service. Failure to obey such a summons so 
served shall constitute a misdemeanor. The fees for the attendance and 
travel of witnesses shall be the same as for witnesses before the district 
court. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 14; C. 1943, Cross-References. 
57-3a-14. Service of process generally, Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 4. 
Witness fees generally, 21-5-4. 
41-1-15. Jurisdiction of district court to enforce orders of commis-
sion. The district court shall have jurisdiction, upon application by the 
commission, to enforce all lawful orders of the commission under this 
section. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 15; C. 1943, Cross-References. 
57-3a-15. District courts, jurisdiction and powers 
generally, 78-3-1 et seq. 
41-1-16. Giving of notice - Method. Whenever the department is 
authorized or required to give any notice under this act or other law regu-
lating the operation of vehicles, unless a different method of giving such 
notice is otherwise expressly prescribed, such notice shall be given either 
by personal delivery thereof to the person to be so notified or by deposit 
in the United States mail of such notice in an envelope with postage pre-
paid, addressed to such person at his address as shown by the records of 
the department. The giving of notice by mail is complete upon the expira-
tion of four days after such deposit of said notice. Proof of the giving of 
notice in either such manner may be made by the certificate of any officer 
or employee of the department or affidavit of any person over eighteen 
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years of age, naming the person to whom such notice was given and speci-
fying the time, place and manner of the giving thereof .. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 16; C. 1943, 
57-3a-16. 
41-1-17. Department and officers to enforce act. The comm1ss10n, 
and such officers and inspectors of the department as it shall designate, 
peace officers, state patrolmen, and others duly authorized by the depart-
ment or by law shall have power and it shall be their duty: 
(a) To enforce the provisions of this act and of all other laws regulating 
the registration or operation of vehicles or the use of the highways. 
(b) To make arrests upon view and without warrant for any violation 
committed in their presence of any of the provisions of this act or other 
law regulating the operation of vehicles or the use of the highways. 
(c) When on duty, upon reasonable belief that any vehicle is being oper-
ated in violation of any provision of this act or of any other law regulating 
the operation of vehicles to require the driver thereof to stop, exhibit his 
driver's license and the registration card issued for the vehicles and submit 
to an inspection of such vehicle, the registration plates and registration 
card thereon. 
(d) To inspect any vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder 
in any public garage or repair shop or in any place where such vehicles 
are held for sale or wrecking, for the purpose of locating stolen vehicles 
and investigating the title and registration thereof. 
(e) To serve all warrants relating to the enforcement of the laws regu-
lating the operation of vehicles or the use of the highways. 
(f) To investigate traffic accidents and secure testimony of witnesses or 
persons involved. 
(g) To investigate reported thefts of motor vehicles, trailers, and semi-
trailers. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 17; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-17. 
Search of parked car. 
Although statute authorizes police officer 
to enforce provisions of act, search of parked 
and unoccupied car, based on erroneous belief 
that car was improperly registered, was an 
unreasonable search and evidence uncovered 
thereby could not serve as basis for subse-
quent arrest even though it was allegedly 
made as incident to impounding car. Dodge v. 
Turner (1967) 274 F Supp 285. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment inserted "peace offi-
cers • • • or by law" in the preliminary para-







ORIGINAL AND RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION, 
ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF TITLE 
Registration and certificates of title - Unlawful to violate provisions requiring. 
Campers - Registration and display of decal - Nonresident exceptions. 
Campers - Registration certificates and decals obtained from county assessor 




41-1-19. Vehicles subject to registration - Exception. 
41-1-20. Application for registration and certificate of title. 
41-1-21. Registration of new vehicle - Application - Contents. 
41-1-22. Specially constructed, reconstructed, or foreign vehicles. 
41-1-23. Foreign vehicle used for interstate operation. 
41-1-24. Temporary permit pending registration - Other laws applied. 
41-1-25, 41-11-26. Repealed. 
41-1-27. Grounds for refusing registration or certificate of title. 
41-1-28. Motor vehicle inspection - Inspectors - Fees. 
41-1-29. Repealed. 
41-1-30. Examination of registration records and indices of stolen and recovered vehicles. 
41-1-31. Registration indices. 
41-1-32. Payment of taxes before registration. 
41-1-33. Certification by county assessors. 
41-1-34. Vehicles assessed by commission. 
41-1-35. Department to issue certificate of title and registration card. 
41-1-36. Registration cards - Contents. 
41-1-37. Certificate of title - Contents. 
41-1-38. Certificate of title - Assignment of title - Notation of liens. 
41-1-39. Delivery of certificate. 
41-1-40. Registration card to be signed, carried and exhibited. 
41-1-41. Repealed. 
41-1-42. Registration cards to be kept on vehicle, exception. 
41-1-43. Registration plates - Number of plates - Reflectorization - Indicia of registra-
tion in lieu of or used with plates. 
41-1-44. Required colors, numerals and letters - National guard members. 









Registration plate slogan - Purpose - Selection. 
Plates to be legible from 100 feet. 
Plates for vehicles rented without driver. 
Display of plates. 
Location and position of plates. 
Expiration of registration. 
Mobile amateur and citizen's band radio stations - Value of unique plates recog-
nized. 
41-1-49.2. "Operator" defined. 





















and surrender of plates. 
Notification to tax commission of intention to procure plates. 
Effect of transfer or assignment of title or interest in vehicle. 
Fee. 
Registration of vehicles of political subdivisions or state - Expiration of regis-
tration. 
Disabled persons - Special plates authorized. 
Disabled persons - Parking privileges for qualifying persons. 
Disabled persons - Abuse of parking privileges - Removal of special plate. 
Personalized License Plates Act - Citation. 
Eligibility for personalized plate. 
Design of personalized plate. 
Personalized license plates defined. 
Issuance of personalized plate to registered owner. 
Application for personalized plate. 
Fee for personalized plate. 
Transfer fee for personalized plate. 
Sale of vehicles'- Report and release of personalized plate priority. 
Rules and regulations regarding personalized plates. 
Certificates of title - Annual renewal unnecessary - Superseded certificates 
invalid. 
Application for renewal of registration. 
Renewal of registration. 
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Change of name - New title and registration. 
Lost or damaged registration cards and plates. 
Lost or damaged certificates of title. 
Altered or changed identification or serial number. 
Fraudulent altering or changing, a felony. 
Regulations governing change of engine. 
Registration bulletins. 
Copies to be furnished. 
41-1-18. Registration and certificates of title - Unlawful to violate 
provisions requiring. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or move 
or for an owner knowingly to permit to be driven or moved upon any high-
way any vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder which is not 
registered or for which a certificate of title has not been issued or applied 
for, or for which the appropriate fee has not been paid when and as 
required hereunder, except that when application accompanied by proper 
fee has been made for registration and certificate of title for a vehicle it 
may be operated temporarily pending complete registration upon display-
ing a temporary permit duly verified, or other evidence of such application, 
or otherwise under rules and regulations promulgated by the commission. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 18; 1937, ch. 65, 62, 38 ALR 1038, 43 ALR 1153, 54 ALR 374, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-18. 58 ALR 532, 61 ALR 1190, 78 ALR 1028, 87 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment substituted "It shall 
be unlawful" for "It is a misdemeanor" at 
the beginning of the section. 
Application. 
Person who is not the owner or driver of 
the vehicle cannot violate this section. Tobias 
v. Brasher's Mobile & Motor Homes (1978) 
584 P 2d 840. . 
Payment of full fee. 
That former automobile license statute 
exacted payment of full registration fee from 
all those who might exchange automobiles, 
or who might be required to replace one that 
had been destroyed or stolen, did not invali-
date law for discrimination. Bleon v. Emery 
(1922) 60 U 582, 209 P 627. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles ¢=> 21-57. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§§ 58-145. 
7A AmJur 2d 213-269, Automobiles and 
Highway Traffic §§ 25-95. 
Applicability of motor vehicle registration 
laws to corporation domiciled in state but 
having branch trucking bases in other states, 
16 ALR 2d 1414. 
Civil rights and liabilities as affected by 
failure to comply with regulations as to 
registration of automobile or motorcycle or 
licensing of operator, 16-ALR 1108, 35 ALR 
ALR 1469, 111 ALR 1258, 163 ALR 1375. 
Constitutional provisions in relation to ad 
valorem tax as applicable to license tax on 
automobiles, 5 ALR 759. 
Lack of proper automobile registration or 
operator's license as evidence of operator's 
negligence, 57 ALR 584. 
Nonresidents, license regulations discrimi-
nating against, 61 ALR 347, 112 ALR 68. 
Presumption of ownership of automobile 
by one in whose name it is registered or 
whose license plates it bears, 103 ALR 138. 
Prima facie case or presumption from 
registration of automobile in name of, or 
from proof of ownership by, defendant, as 
applicable to questions other than the 
master-servant relationship at time of acci-
dent, 122 ALR 228. 
Public officials or employees, applicability 
to, of regulations as to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles, 19 ALR 463, 23 
ALR 418. 
Registration of automobile as affected by 
the name used to identify owner, 47 ALR 
1103. 
Taxes, validity of requirement of payment 
of property taxes as condition precedent to 
issuance of automobile license, 62 ALR 304. 
Validity and construction of statute 
making it a criminal offense for operator of a 
motor vehicle not to carry or display his 
operator's license or the vehicle registration 
certificate, 6 ALR 3d 506. 
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41-1-18.5. Campers - Registration and display of decal - Nonresi-
dent exceptions. It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle 
with a camper mounted on it in this state unless the camper is currently 
registered and the appropriate decal attached in plain sight to the rear 
of the camper, except the nonresident owner of a motor vehicle currently 
registered and licensed in another state with an out-of-state camper 
mounted on it. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-18.5, enacted by L. 
1971, ch. 105, § 1; L. 1972, ch. 10, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1972 amendment substituted "in plain 
sight to the rear of the camper" for "to the 
rear license plate of the vehicle"; and substi-
tuted "an out-of-state camper" for "a 
camper." 
Title of Act. 
An act enacting section 41-1-18.5 and 
41-1-18.6, Utah Code Annotated 1953, and 
amending section 41-1-1, Utah Code Anno-
tated 1953, as amended by chapter 66, Laws 
of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 66, 
Laws of Utah 1963, as amended by chapter 
76, Laws of Utah 1965, and section 41-1-142, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by 
chapter 66, Laws of Utah 1963, relating to 
motor vehicles; providing for the registration 
and licensing of campers and for administra-
tion by the several county assessors of this 
state. - Laws 1971, ch. 105. 
Cross-References. 
Mobile homes and recreational vehicles, 
certification of plans and specifications by 
department of business regulation, 41-20-1 et 
seq. 
41-1-18.6. Campers - Registration certificates and decals obtained 
from county assessor - Contents of certificates. Numbered camper 
registration certificates and camper decals shall be obtained at no cost 
from the county assessor of the county where the camper has situs for pur-
poses of taxation after it is assessed and the property tax paid. Certificates 
of registration shall contain the name and address of the owner of the 
camper, its make, model and identification number and statement of any 
liens, or encumbrances together with any other information deemed neces-
sary. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-18.6, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1971, ch. 105, § 2; L. 1972, ch. 10, § 2. The 1972 amendment substituted "camper 
decals shall be obtained at no cost" for "li-
cense decals may be obtained"; and made a 
minor change in punctuation. 
41-1-19. Vehicles subject to registration - Exception. Every motor 
vehicle, combination of vehicles, trailer, and semitrailer, when driven or 
moved upon a highway shall be subject to the registration and certificate 
of title provisions of this act except: 
(a) Any such vehicle driven or moved upon a highway in conformance 
with the provisions of this act relating to manufacturers, transporters, 
dealers, lien holders, or interstate commercial vehicles duly registered in 
another state and not owned by a resident of the state of Utah or under 
a temporary registration permit issued by the department or dealer as 
hereinafter authorized; 
(b) Any such vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only 
for the purpose of crossing such highway from one property to another; 
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(c) Any implement of husbandry, whether of a type otherwise subject 
to registration hereunder or not, which is only incidentally operated or 
moved upon a highway; 
(d) Any special mobile equipment as herein defined; 
(e) No certificate of title need be obtained for any vehicle of a type sub-
ject to registration owned by the government of the United States. 
(f) Any such motor vehicle not designed, used, or maintained for the 
transportation of passengers for hire or for the transportation of property, 
provided such motor vehicle is duly registered in another state and is 
owned and operated by a nonresident of this state. 
(g) Any such vehicle or combination of vehicles designed, used, or 
maintained for the transportation of persons for hire or for the transporta-
tion of property, provided such vehicle or combination of vehicles is duly 
registered in another state and is owned and operated by a nonresident 
of this state, and provided such vehicle or combination of vehicles has a 
gross laden weight of 26,000 pounds or less or an unladen weight of 7,000 
pounds or less. 
(h) Any trailer of 750 pounds or less unladen weight and not designed, 
used and maintained for the transportation of property or person for hire. 
(i) Any recreation vehicle under tow which is currently registered 
under section 41-22-3. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 19; C. 1943, 
57-3a-19; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1; 1961, ch. 79, § 1; 
1963, ch. 66, § 3; 1973, ch. 75, § 5; 1975, ch. 123, 
§ 2; 1981, ch. 181, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1955 amendment inserted "or inter-
state commercial vehicles duly registered in 
another state and not owned by a resident of 
the state of Utah" in subd. (a); and added 
subds. (f) and (g). 
The 1961 amendment added subd. (h). 
The 1963 amendment substituted "gross 
laden weight of 18,000 pounds or less or an 
unladen weight of 7,000 pounds or less" in 
subd. (g) for "gross laden weight of less than 
18,000 pounds or an unladen weight of less 
than 7,000 pounds." 
The 1973 amendment deleted an extrane-
ous phrase from the end of subd. (d); and 
increased the gross laden weight in subd. (g) 
from 18,000 pounds to 27,000 pounds. 
The 1975 amendment reduced the gross 
laden weight in subd. (g) from 27,000 pounds 
to 26,000 pounds. 
The 1981 amendment added subd. (i). 
Separability Clause. 
Section 6 of Laws 1973, ch. 75 provided: "If 
any provision of this act, or the application 
of any provision to any person or circum-
stance, is held invalid, the remainder of this 
act shall not be affected thereby." 
Effective Date. 
Section 7 of Laws 1973, ch. 75 provided: 
"This act shall take effect for the vehicle 
registration year beginning January 1, 1974. 
Administrative action to institute changes is 
authorized when this act becomes law." 
Highway. 
The phrase "as a matter of right" as used 
in the definition of "street or highway" in 
41-1-l(bb) means a legally enforceable right 
against the owner of land and an access road 
to the site of a dam construction project is 
not a "highway" within the meaning of the 
definition, and vehicles using such a road 
were not subject to registration and license 
fees. Arch Dam Constructors v. State Tax 
Comm. (1961) 12 U 2d 96, 363 P 2d 80. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS=> 29. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 64. 
Vehicles subject to licensing or registra-
tion requirements; exemptions, 7A AmJur 2d 
255 et seq., Automobiles and Highway Traffic 
§ 75 et seq. 
Classification or discrimination, validity of 
automobile registration or license fee as 
affected by, 126 ALR 1419. 
Double taxation imposing license fee on 
operation in streets of vehicles owned by one 
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who is subject to an occupation tax on busi-
ness or occupation involving use or leasing of 
vehicles, 147 ALR 309. 
Exemption or exception provisions of stat-
ute requiring registration, construction and 
application of, 91 ALR 422. 
Validity of motor vehicle registration laws 
applied to corporation domiciled in state but 
having branch trucking bases in other states, 
16 ALR 2d 1414. 
41-1-20. Application for registration and certificate of title. Every 
owner of a vehicle subject to registration hereunder shall make application 
to the department for the registration thereof and issuance of a certificate 
of title for such vehicle upon the appropriate form or forms furnished by 
the department and every such application shall bear the signature of each 
person to be recorded as owner written with pen and ink and said signa-
ture on the application for title shall be acknowledged by a person author-
ized to administer oaths, and said application shall contain: 
(a) The name, bona fide residence, and mail address of the owner or 
business address of the owner if a firm, association, or corporation; 
(b) A description of the vehicle including the make, model, type of body, 
the model year as specified by the manufacturer, the number of cylinders, 
and the serial number or identification number of the vehicle; 
(c) Such further information as may reasonably be required by the 
department to enable it to determine whether the vehicle is lawfully enti-
tled to registration and the owner entitled to a certificate of title; 
(d) The application for certificate of title shall also contain: A state-
ment of the applicant's title and of all liens or encumbrances upon said 
vehicle and the names and addresses of all persons having any interest 
therein and the nature of every such interest. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 20; C. 1943, 
57-3a-20; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1; 1979, ch. 150, § 4. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1955 amendment inserted "or identifi-
cation number" in subd. (b); and deleted "the 
engine or other number of the vehicle" after 
"of the vehicle" in subd. (b ). 
The 1979 amendment inserted "each person 
to be recorded" in the first paragraph; substi-
tuted "acknowledged by a person" for "ac-
knowledge by the owner before a person" in 
the first paragraph; inserted "the model year 
as specified by the manufacturer" in subd. 
(b); deleted from the end of subd. (b) a clause 
reading: "and whether new or used and if a 
new vehicle the date of sale by the manufac-
turer or dealer to the person intending to 
operate such vehicle"; and made minor 
changes in phraseology. 
Evidence of ownership. 
If person making application for registra-
tion of automobile is found using vehicle 
described in application and which bears 
number issued by secretary of state for such 
vehicle, it constitutes some substantial evi-
dence that such person is owner of vehicle so 
described and which bears such number. 
Ferguson v. Reynolds (1918) 52 U 583, 176 P 
267. 
Under the former law, it was held that it 
cannot be assumed that applicant is the legal 
owner merely because the legal owner's name 
is omitted in the application, but, on the con-
trary, the law enjoins the duty upon the des• 
ignated official of ascertaining to the best of 
his ability who is the legal owner. Skid 
Evans v. Patten (1931) 78 U 116, 1 P 2d 959. 
Husband and wife. 
Fact that truck was registered with state 
tax commission on affidavit of owner, signed 
by husband who was manager of business 
carried on in trade name, did not divest wife 
of ownership in the truck as against creditor 
of husband who seized it on execution. Kaiser 
v. Zundel (1939) 98 U 15, 95 P 2d 499. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 39. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 101. 
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41-1-21. Registration of new vehicle - Application Contents. 
When any application for registration or certificate of title refers to a new 
vehicle purchased from a dealer the application shall be accompanied by: 
(a) A statement by the dealer or a bill of sale showing any lien retained 
by the dealer; 
(b) A manufacturer's statement of origin showing the date of sale to 
the dealer or person first receiving it from the manufacturer, the name 
of the dealer or person and a description sufficient to identify the vehicle, 
and certifying that the vehicle was new when sold; and 
(c) If sold through a dealer, a certification by the dealer that the vehicle 
was new when sold to the applicant. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 21; C. 1943, 
57-3a-21; L. 1977, ch. 170, § 1. 
· Compiler's Notes. 
The 1977 amendment substituted "When 
any application for registration or certificate 
of title refers to a new vehicle purchased 
from a dealer the application shall be accom-
panied by" at the beginning of the section for 
"When such application refers to a new vehi-
cle purchased from a dealer the application 
shall be accompanied by a statement by the 
dealer or a bill of sale showing any lien 
retained by the dealer"; and added subds. (a) 
through (c). 
41-1-22. Specially constructed, reconstructed, or foreign vehicles. 
In the event the vehicle to be registered is a specially constructed, recon-
structed or foreign vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application and 
with reference to every foreign vehicle which has been registered hereto-
fore outside of this state the owner shall surrender to the department all 
registration plates, registration cards and certificates of title or other evi-
dence of such foreign registration as may be in his possession or under 
his control, except as provided in section 41-1-23. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 22; C. 1943, 
57-3a-22. 
41-1-23. Foreign vehicle used for interstate operation. Where in the 
course of interstate operation of a vehicle registered in another state it 
is desirable to retain registration of said vehicle in such other state, such 
applicant need not surrender but shall submit for inspection said evidences 
of such foreign registration, and the department upon a proper showing 
shall register said vehicle in this state but shall not issue a certificate of 
title for such vehicle. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 23; C. 1943, 
57-3a-23. 
Collateral References. 
Constitutionality, construction and effect 
of statutes in relation to foreign owned vehi-
cles operating within state, 82 ALR 1091, 138 
ALR 1499. 
License tax or fee on automobiles as 
affected by interstate commerce clause, 25 
ALR 37, 52 ALR 533,115 ALR 1105. 
41-1-24. Temporary permit pending registration - Other laws 
applied. The department in its discretion may grant a temporary permit 
to operate a vehicle for which application for registration and certificate 
of title has been made, where such application is accompanied by the 
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proper fee, pending action upon said application by the department. Where 
a vehicle is operated on a temporary permit issued as provided for herein, 
or issued as provided for under sections 41-1-18 and 41-3-28 said vehicle 
shall be subject to all other statutes, rules and regulations intended to con-
trol the use of and operation of vehicles on the highways of this state. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 24; C. 1943, Compiler's Notes. 
57-3a-24; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 5. The 1979 amendment added the second 
41-1-25, 41-1-26. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Sections 41-1-25 and 41-1-26 (L. 1935, ch. 
46, §§ 25, 26; C. 1943, 57-3a-25, 57-3a-26), 
sentence. 
relating to temporary permits for purchasers 
of vehicles, were repealed by Laws 1969, ch. 
102, § 12. For present provisions, see 41-3-28, 
41-3-29. 
41-1-27. Grounds for refusing registration or certificate of title. 
The department shall refuse registration or issuance of a certificate of title 
or any transfer of registration upon any of the following grounds: 
(a) That the application contains any false or fraudulent statement, 
that the applicant has failed to furnish required information or reasonable 
additional information requested by the department, or that the applicant 
is not entitled to the issuance of a certificate of title or registration of the 
vehicle under this act; 
(b) That the vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or 
moved upon the highways; 
(c) That the department has reasonable ground to believe that the vehi-
cle is a stolen or embezzled vehicle or that the granting of registration 
or the issuance of a certificate of title would constitute a fraud against 
the rightful owner or other person having valid lien upon such vehicle; 
(d) That the registration of the vehicle stands suspended or revoked for 
any reason as provided in the motor vehicle laws of this state; 
(e) That the required fee has not been paid. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 27; C. 1943, 
57-3a-27. 
41-1-28. Motor vehicle inspection - Inspectors - Fees. No applica-
tion for the first registration in the state of Utah of any vehicle shall be 
accepted by the department unless said vehicle other than new vehicles 
sold by dealers licensed in this state shall have been inspected by a quali-
fied motor vehicle inspector. 
The commission and such officers and employees of the department as 
it shall designate and all peace officers of the state are hereby declared 
to be qualified motor vehicle inspectors. Such inspectors shall, upon the 
application for the first registration in Utah of any vehicle, inspect said 
vehicle, make a record of inspection upon application form as prepared by 
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the department, and verify the facts therein set out. No fee shall be 
charged the applicant for registration for such inspection. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 28; C. 1943, 
57-3a-28. 
41-1-29. Repealed. 
Repeal. motor vehicles by peace officers, was repealed 
Section 41-1-29 (L. 1935, ch. 46, § 29; C. by Laws 1955, ch. 66, § 3. 
1943, 57-3a-29), relating to inspection of 
41-1-30. Examination of registration records and indices of stolen 
and recovered vehicles. The department upon receiving application for 
original registration of a vehicle or any certificate of title shall first check 
the serial number or the identification number shown in the application 
against the indices of registered motor vehicles and against indices of 
stolen and recovered motor vehicles required to be maintained by this act. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 30; C. 1943, Compiler's Notes. 
57-3a-30; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1. The 1955 amendment deleted "engine and" 
before "serial number"; inserted "or the 
identification number"; and made a minor 
change in phraseology. 
41-1-31. Registration indices. The department shall file each applica-
tion received and, when satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity 
thereof and that the applicant is entitled to register such vehicle and to 
the issuance of a certificate of title, shall register the vehicle therein 
described and keep a record thereof on a calendar year basis in suitable 
books, including the use of necessary tabulating devices and cards as fol-
lows: 
(a) Under a distinctive registration number assigned to the vehicle 
registered; 
(b) Alphabetically, under the name of the registered owner; 
(c) Under the identifying number of the vehicle; and 
(d) Such other data in any manner in which it may be deemed desir-
able, in the discretion of the department, for the purpose of compiling sta-
tistical information or comparative value for use in determining 
registration fees in future years. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 31; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-31; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment inserted "on a calen-
dar year basis" in the first paragraph; substi-
tuted "including the use * * * devices and" 
for "or an index" near the end of the first 
paragraph; added "registered" to subd. (a); 
inserted "registered" in subd. (b ); inserted a 
subdivision relating to actual weight classifi-
cations; and rewrote the last subdivision 
which read: "In the discretion of the depart-
ment, in any other manner it may deem 
desirable." 
The 1955 amendment deleted "motor 
number, if available, otherwise under any 
. other" before "identifying number" in subd. 
(c); and deleted a subdivision which read: 
''The actual weight classifications shown in 
section 132 hereof, the manufacturer's listed 
weight, the manufacturer's rated carrying 
capacity, the actual unladen weight of each 
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vehicle registered and the permissible gross bupane [sic1 diesel or blended; and the regis-
weight hereunder, as provided in section 212; tration and transfer of title fees received." 
the kind of motor fuels used - gasoline, 
41-1-32. Payment of taxes before registration. The department 
before issuing any vehicle license, except for the registration of ambu-
lances, police patrol vehicles, fire engines, passenger cars and trucks owned 
and used by the United States government or by the state of Utah or any 
of its political subdivisions, shall require from every applicant for such 
license a certificate from the county assessor in which the vehicle has situs 
for taxation to the following effect: 
(a) That the property tax on the vehicle for the current year has been 
paid; or 
(b) That in his opinion the tax is a lien on real property sufficient to 
secure the payment thereof; or 
(c) That the vehicle is exempt by law from payment of property tax 
for the current year. 
The department shall, before issuing any certificate of title to a vehicle, 
also require from every applicant for such certificate of title a receipt from 
the state tax commission showing that the sales tax has been paid to the 
state of Utah on the sale of the vehicle upon which application for certifi-
cate of title has been made, or a certificate from the state tax commission 
showing that no sales tax is due on the sale of the vehicle; provided, where 
a licensed dealer has made a report pursuant to section 41-1-73, no receipt 
or certificate will be required. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 32; 1937, ch. 66, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-32; L. 1963, ch. 66, § 4; 1971, 
ch. 87, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment added the last para-
graph. 
The 1963 amendment inserted "except for 
the registration * * * political subdivisions" 
in the first paragraph; and made a minor 
change in phraseology. 
The 1971 amendment deleted "motor" 
before "ambulances," "police patrol vehi-
cles," and "fire engines" in the first para-
graph; deleted "motor" before "vehicle" 
throughout the section; substituted "automo-
bile" for "vehicle" in the last paragraph; and 
made minor changes in style. 
Cross-References. 
Multiyear registration plates and cards, 
41-1-90. 
Collateral References. 
Taxes, validity of requirement of payment 
of property taxes as condition precedent to 
issuance of automobile license, 62 ALR 304. 
41-1-33. Certification by county assessors. The commission shall fur-
nish to county assessors blanks necessary for the purposes herein set out, 
or in lieu of furnishing such blanks, may provide a suitable space upon 
the back of the certificate of registration for proper certification to be made 
thereon as required by section 41-1-32. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 33; C. 1943, 
57-3a-33. 
41-1-34. Vehicles assessed by commission. In case the motor vehicle 
is assessed by the commission, it shall be satisfied. that the property tax 
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thereon has been paid or that the vehicle is exempt from the payment of 
tax or that such tax is secured by lien on real estate or by a bond before 
issuing a license. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 34; C. 1943, Cross-References. 
57-3a-34. Commercial vehicle fleets, tax payment for 
partial year, 41-1-88. 
41-1-35. Department to issue certificate of title and registration 
card. The department upon registering a vehicle shall issue a registration 
card and a certificate of title. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 35; C. 1943, 
57-3a-35. 
41-1-36. Registration cards - Contents. The registration card shall 
be delivered to the owner and shall contain the date issued, the name and 
address of the owner, a description of the vehicle so registered including 
the year, make and the vehicle identification number and the registration 
number assigned to the vehicle and such other information as may be 
determined by the commission. Where the vehicle so registered is in pos-
session of someone other than the owner under an agreement to lease the 
same for a period in excess of 30 days, then the registration shall contain 
the owner's name, the name of the lessee and the bona fide resident 
address of the lessee. On all motor vehicles used or designed for use in 
the transportation of persons for hire or the transportation of property, 
the registration card shall also contain the gross laden weight as given 
in the application for registration. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 36; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-36; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1; 1979, 
ilil~§a · 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment deleted "and such 
description of the vehicle as determined by 
the commission" at the end of the first sen-
tence; and added the last sentence. 
The 1955 amendment deleted a reference to 
serial number of the engine in the last sen-
tence; and substituted "gross laden weight" 
for "actual weight" in the last sentence. 
The 1979 amendment deleted "upon the 
face thereof' after "shall contain" near the 
beginning of the first sentence; inserted "a 
description of the vehicle so registered 
including \he year, make and the vehicle 
identification number" in the first sentence; 
added "and such other information as may 
be determined by the commission" to the 
first sentence; inserted the second sentence; 
deleted "trailers and semitrailers" after 
"motor vehicles" in the third sentence; 
deleted "upon the face thereof the serial 
number of the vehicle or other identifying 
number and also" after "shall also contain" 
in the third sentence; and deleted "and such 
other details of description as determined by 
the commission" from the end of the third 
sentence. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles ¢;;, 40. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 105. 
41-1-37. Certificate of title - Contents. The certificate of title shall 
contain upon the face thereof the identical information required upon the 
face of the registration card and in addition thereto a statement of the 
owner's title and of all liens and encumbrances upon the vehicle therein 
177 
41-1-38 MOTOR VEHICLES 
described, and whether possession is held by the owner under a lease, con-
tract of conditional sale, or other like agreement. Said certificate shall bear 
thereon the seal of the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 37; C. 1943, 
57-3a-37. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 20. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 42. 
Certificates of title, 7A AmJur 2d 213, 
Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 26. 
41-1-38. Certificate of title - Assignment of title - Notation of 
liens. The certificate of title shall also contain adequate space for the 
assignment of title or interest and warranty thereof by the owner with 
space for notation of liens and encumbrances upon the vehicle at the time 
of a transfer. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 38; C. 1943, 
57-3a-38; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 7. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment deleted a beginning 
sentence which read: ''The certificate of title 
shall contain upon the reverse side a space 
for the signature of the owner and the owner 
shall write his name with pen and ink in 
such space upon receipt of the certificate"; 
substituted "contain adequate space for the 
assignment of title" for "contain upon the 
reverse side forms for assignment of title"; 
and made minor changes in phraseology. 
Law Reviews. 
Comment, In re Littlejohn: Equitable 
Departure from State Certificate of Title Act 
Filing Requirements, 1975 Utah L. Rev. 726. 
41-1-39. Delivery of certificate. The certificate of title shall be deliv-
ered to the owner in the event no lien or encumbrance appears thereon. 
Otherwise the certificate of title shall be delivered to the person holding 
the first lien or encumbrance upon the vehicle as shown in the certificate. 
Delivery shall be in person or by deposit in the United States mail. Receipt 
of the certificate of title will be presumed upon the expiration of four days 
after such deposit. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 39; C. 1943, Compiler's Notes. 
57-3a-39; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 8. The 1979 amendment added the second and 
third sentences. 
41-1-40. Registration card to be signed, carried and exhibited. 
Every owner upon receipt of a registration card shall write his signature 
thereon with pen and ink in the space provided. Every such registration 
card shall at all times be carried in the vehicle to which it refers or shall 
be carried by the person driving or in control of such vehicle who shall 
display the same upon demand of a police officer or any officer or employee 
of the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 40; C. 1943, 
57-3a-40. 
Cross-References. 
Driver's license to be carried, 41-2-15. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 40. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 106. 
Validity and construction of statute 
making it a criminal offense for operator of a 
motor vehicle not to carry or display his 
operator's license or the vehicle registration 
certificate, 6 ALR 3d 506. 
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41-1-41. Repealed. 
Repeal. ers of registration cards, was repealed by 
Section 41-1-41 (L. 1935, ch. 46, § 40a; C. Laws 1963, ch. 66, § 18. 
1943, 57-3a-41), relating to sealing of contain-
41-1-42. Registration cards to be kept on vehicle, exception. The 
provisions of section 41-1-40 requiring that a registration card be carried 
in the vehicle to which it refers or by the person driving the same shall 
not apply when such card is used for the purpose of making application 
for renewal of registration or upon transfer of registration of said vehicle. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 41; C. 1943, Collateral References. 
57-3a-42. Automobiles cS:=> 40. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 106. 
41-1-43. Registration plates - Number of plates - Reflectorization 
- lndicia of registration in lieu of or used with plates. The department 
upon registering a vehicle hereunder shall issue to the owner thereof one 
registration plate for a motorcycle, trailer or semitrailer and two identical 
registration plates for every other motor vehicle, which plates shall be 
issued to the particular vehicle licensed and shall not be removed there-
from during the term for which said plate was issued or used upon any 
other vehicle than the vehicle so registered. 
All registration plates to be manufactured and issued by the department 
after the inventory on hand has been issued shall be treated with a fully 
reflective material on the plate face which shall provide effective and 
dependable reflective brightness during the service period required of the 
registration plate. The department shall prescribe all registration plate 
material specifications and shall establish and implement procedures for 
ascertaining conformance to the specifications. The specifications for the 
materials used such as the aluminum plate substrate, the reflective 
sheeting and glue shall be drawn in such a manner that at least two manu-
facturers can qualify as suppliers and the granting of contracts for such 
materials shall be made by public bid. In addition to other motor vehicle 
registration fees prescribed by law, there shall be paid to the department 
at the time of issuance of new or replacement reflectorized plate or plates 
the additional sum of $1. Such fees shall be paid over to the state treasurer 
to cover the cost of reflectorization. 
The state tax commission may in its discretion issue, adopt and require 
the use of such indicia of registration as it may deem advisable in lieu 
of or in conjunction with registration plates as provided in this title. All 
provisions of this title relative to registration plates shall apply to such 
indicia of registration as the state tax commission may issue, adopt and 
require the use of, in so far as such provisions are consistent herewith. 
This section shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 42; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-43; L. 1951, ch. 70, § 1; 1971, 
ch. 88, § 1; 1979, ch. 150, § 9. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment added "which plates 
• • • vehicle so registered" to the first para-
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graph; and made minor changes in phraseol-
ogy. 
The 1951 amendment added the last para-
graph. 
The 1971 amendment inserted the second 
paragraph relating to reflectorized registra-
tion plates. 
The 1979 amendment substituted "two 
identical registration plates" in the first 
paragraph for "two registration plates"; 
increased the additional fee for reflectorized 
plates in the second paragraph from 50¢ to 
$1; and made a minor change in phraseology. 
Cross-References. 
Special plates issued to dealers, etc., 
41-3-30 et seq. 
Temporary permits issued purchasers by 
dealers, 41-3-28. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles e=> 41. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 107. 
Registration certificates and license plates, 
7 A AmJur 2d 235, Automobiles and Highway 
Traffic § 54. 
Improper use of automobile license plates 
as affecting liability or right to recover for 
injuries, death, or damages in consequence of 
automobile accident, 99 ALR 2d 904. 
Meaning of "duplicate," 24 ALR 1209. 
Presumption of ownership of automobile 
by one in whose name it is registered or 
whose license plates it bears, 103 ALR 138. 
41-1-44. Required colors, numerals and letters - National guard 
members. Every registration plate shall be in colors to be selected by the 
state tax commission and shall have displayed on it the registration 
number assigned to the vehicle for which it is issued, the name of the state, 
the year number for which it is issued or the date of expiration thereof, 
and a slogan determined as provided in section 41-1-44.2; provided, how-
ever, that registration plates issued to active members of the national 
guard of the State of Utah shall bear a special serial number and the 
words "national guard"; and, provided further, that registration plates 
bearing the words "national guard" need not also bear the slogan provided 
in section 41-1-44.2. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-44, enacted by L. 
1977, ch. 164, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1977, ch. 164, § 1 repealed old section 
41-1-44 (L. 1935, ch. 46, § 43; C. 1943, 57-3a-44; 
L. 1957, ch. 70, § 1), relating to the numerals 
and letters required on registration plates, 
and registration plates for members of the 
national guard, and enacted new section 
41-1-44. 
Title of Act. 
An act enacting section 41-1-44.2, Utah 
Code Annotated 1953, and repealing and 
re-enacting sections 41-1-44 and 41-1-45, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by 
chapter 70, Laws of Utah 1957; providing for 
a registration plate slogan; providing for a 
specified license plate color combination; and 
providing an effective date. - Laws 1977, ch. 
164. 
41-1-44.1. Plates issued to political subdivisions or state - Letters 
"EX" to be displayed - Exceptions. Every registration plate issued to 
any town, city, board of education, or other state institutions of learning, 
county, or other governmental department in the state or to the state of 
Utah itself for use on vehicles they own and operate shall have displayed 
upon it the letters, "EX," provided that the provisions contained in this 
section shall not be construed to include motor vehicles in the service of 
the governor of the state, the attorney general, or any federal, state or 
local governmental departments engaged in investigative work where 
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secrecy is necessary. The tax commission shall be responsible for the issu-
ance of "EX" plates and shall promulgate all rules and regulations pertain-
ing thereto. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-44.1, enacted by L. 
1963, ch. 66, § 16. 
Title of Act. 
An act amending sections 41-1-1, Utah 
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 
66, Laws of Utah 1955; 41-1-9, 41-1-19, as 
amended by chapter 66, Laws of Utah 1955, 
and chapter 79, Laws of Utah 1961; 41-1-32, 
41-1-49, 41-1-60, 41-1-64, as amended by chap-
ter 66, Laws of 1955, 41-1-71, 41-1-78, 41-1-79, 
41-1-88, as amended by chapter 66, Laws of 
1953, chapter 66, Laws of 1955 and chapter 
61, Laws of 1959, 41-1-90, 41-1-117, 41-1-118, 
and 41-1-142, Utah Code Annotated 1953, per-
taining to motor vehicles, a record fee and 
extension of the registration deadline, micro-
film admissibility in court, a change of the 
impound sale time period; and enacting as 
new sections 41-1-44.1, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, providing for the issuance of "Ex" 
registration plates to specific government 
entities and 41-1-49.7, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, providing for substitutes for adequate 
documentary evidence of title; and repealing 
sections 41-1-41 and 41-1-129, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953. - Laws 1963, ch. 66. 
41-1-44.2. Registration plate slogan - Purpose - Selection. The 
slogan required by section 41-1-44 shall be a brief slogan designed to pro-
mote the recreational, scenic, historic or tourist attractions of the state 
at large. 
The slogan shall be selected by the state tax commission pursuant to 
resolutions and procedures as it may adopt; provided, however, that in 
selecting the slogan the state tax commission shall consult with all inter-
ested state agencies including the state highway patrol, the division of 
travel development, department of development services, and division of 
parks and recreation. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-44.2, enacted by L. 
1977, ch. 164, § 2. 
41-1-45. Plates to be legible from 100 feet. Such registration plates 
and the required letters and numerals thereon, except the year number for 
which issued, the slogan, and the words "national guard," shall be of suffi-
cient size to be plainly readable from a distance of 100 feet during daylight. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-45, enacted by L. 
1977, ch. 164, § 3. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1977, ch. 164, § 3 repealed old section 
41-1-45 (L. 1935, ch. 46, § 44; C. 1943, 57-3a-45; 
L. 1957, ch. 70, § 1), relating to the s;ze of 
letters and numerals on registration plates, 
and enacted new section 41-1-45. 
Eff'ective Date. 
Section 4 of Laws 1977, ch. 164 provided: 
"This act shall take effect January 1, 1978." 
41-1-46. Plates for vehicles rented without driver. The department 
shall issue for every passenger motor vehicle rented without a driver the 
same type of registration plates as the type of plates issued for private 
passenger vehicles. Every such vehicle shall be separately registered and 
no registration plate issued for one vehicle shall be removed therefrom 
during the term for which said plate was issued or attached to or displayed 
upon another vehicle. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 45; 1937, ch. 65, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-46. The 1937 amendment added the last sen-
tence. 
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Collateral References. 
Automobiles cg;;;, 74. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 80. 
Regulation of business of renting motor 
vehicles without drivers (drive-it-yourself 
systems), 7 ALR 2d 456. 
41-1-47. Display of plates. Registration plates issued for a motor vehi-
cle other than a motorcycle, trailer or semitrailer shall be attached thereto, 
one in the front and the other in the rear. The registration plate issued 
for a motorcycle, trailer or semitrailer required to be registered hereunder 
shall be attached to the rear thereof. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 46; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-47. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment inserted "trailer or 
semitrailer" in the first sentence; and substi-
tuted "trailer or semitrailer" for "or other 
vehicles" in the second sentence. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <S:;;o 41. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 107. 
Registration certificates and license plates, 
7A AmJur 2d 235, Automobiles and Highway 
Traffic § 54. 
41-1-48. Location and position of plates. Every registration plate 
shall at all times be securely fastened in a horizontal position to the vehi-
cle for which it is issued so as to prevent the plate from swinging, and 
at a height of not less than twelve inches from the ground, measuring from 
the bottom of such plate, in a place and position to be clearly visible, and 
shall be maintained free from foreign materials and in a condition to be 
clearly legible. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 47; C. 1943, 
57-3a-48. 
41-1-49. Expiration of registration. (1) Except as provided in sub-
sections (2) and (3) of this section and in section 41-1-49.7, every vehicle 
registration under this act and every registration card and every registra-
tion plate issued under this act in respect to the first registration of the 
vehicle in this state, shall continue in effect for a period of twelve months 
beginning with the first day of the calendar month after registration and 
shall not expire until the last day of the month in the year following in 
which first registered. If the last day of the registration period falls on 
a day in which the appropriate state or county offices are not open for busi-
ness, the registration of the vehicle for another twelve-month registration 
period is extended to midnight of the next business day. 
(2) Any vehicle which has a gross laden weight in excess of 12,000 
pounds is required to be registered for a 12-month period beginning on 
January 1 of any year or for a portion of a calendar year as provided in 
section 41-1-130. 
(3) Upon application of the owner or lessee of a fleet of vehicles 
required to be registered in this state, the tax commission may permit the 
vehicles to be registered for a twelve-month registration period commenc-
ing on January first of any year or as provided below in this subsection. 
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"Fleet" for purposes of this subsection means more than two vehicles 
registered to the same owner or lessee. 
(a) Upon application of the owner of a fleet of 100 or more trailers or 
semitrailers with an unladen weight of two thousand pounds or less, for 
use solely in the transportation of the user's personal property, and which 
are required to be registered in this state, the tax commission may permit 
those vehicles to be registered and the registration plates issued, in five-
year cycles, beginning with January 1, 1978. The application made here-
under shall be in such form as the commission may prescribe and the 
registration plates issued shall have general distinguishing numbers 
unique to that fleet and a number or letter for each trailer, together with 
a color or symbol to distinguish them from all other types of registration 
or license plates. In addition to the registration fee provided for hereunder, 
the commission shall charge such additional fee for the issuance of each 
registration plate as the commission shall deem reasonably necessary to 
offset additional administrative or other costs created by this act. 
(b) The registration fee shall be the annual fee times the number or 
portions of years remaining in that cycle. Instead of paying the entire 
registration fee at the time of registration, the owner may elect to pay 
the annual fee only and provide a bond in such sum as the commission 
may deem reasonable and adequate in the circumstances with sufficient 
surety, conditioned upon the owner paying a similar fee at the beginning 
of each twelve-month period, or portion thereof, remaining in that cycle. 
(c) In addition to the registration fee, the owner shall file a certificate 
from the county assessor of the county in which each vehicle has situs for 
taxation to the effect that any property tax due thereon has been paid. 
To maintain the validity of the special registration plates, the owner shall 
be required to file such a certificate on or before January 31, in each year 
of the five-year cycle. In the event any increase in the annual fee is passed 
into law during that five-year cycle, the registration fee shall be redeter-
mined and any increase shall be paid by the owner together with delivery 
of the next property tax certificate. 
(d) The registration fees and property taxes hereunder shall be paid 
for the average number of vehicles operated in or through the state during 
the preceding twelve months. If the number of such vehicles expected to 
be operated in or through the state by the owner during the following 
registration year shall differ from the current year, the fleet owner shall, 
prior to the commencement of such year, either surrender to the depart-
ment the number of registration plates equal to any decrease, or request 
the issuance of additional plates and pay the appropriate fees and property 
taxes for such increase. 
(e) Verifiable data as to the average number shall be filed in certified 
form with the commission. The owners shall make the records upon which 
its certified report is based available to the commission upon request at 
its designated office for audit of computation and payments and shall pre-
serve such records for a period of four years. If, after a fair hearing, the 
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commission shall determine that more vehicles should have been registered 
by the owner than those which have been registered hereunder, the owner 
may be denied the right to any further benefits under this section. 
(f) The registration cards and plates issued hereunder shall automati-
cally expire, the owner shall be required to surrender the special plates 
to the department within twenty days thereafter, and the vehicles involved 
shall not be operated on a highway unless and until appropriate new regis-
tration is obtained, if and when any of the following shall occur: 
(i) the applicable five-year cycle terminates; in which case, however, the 
special plates need not be surrendered; 
(ii) the title or interest of the owner in any vehicle hereunder is trans-
ferred or assigned; 
(iii) the owner is denied any further benefits of this section, pursuant 
to subsection (3) (e) of this section; or 
(iv) the owner fails to file, on or before January 31 of each year, a cer-
tificate from the county assessor of the county in which each vehicle has 
situs for taxation to the effect that any property tax due on each vehicle 
for the current year has been paid, or fails to pay any required increase 
in fees. 
(g) Any person violating any provision of subsection (3) (f) of this 
section shall be guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 
(4) When the expiration of a registration plate is extended by affixing 
a validation decal to it, the expiration of the decal shall govern the expira-
tion date of the plate. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 48; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; 1937, ch. 67, § 1; 1937, ch. 68, § 1; C. 1943, 
57-3a-49; L. 1963, ch. 66, § 5; 1965, ch. 76, § 1; 
1973, ch. 76, § 1; 1975, ch. 121, § 1; 1977, ch. 
172, § 1; 1978, ch. 15, § 1; 1979, ch. 149, § l. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Prior to the 1937 amendments this section 
read: "Every vehicle registration under this 
act and every registration card and registra-
tion plate issued hereunder shall expire at 
midnight on the thirty-first day of December 
of each year. The owner of a vehicle regis-· 
tered under the provisions of this act who 
has duly applied for the annual renewal of 
registration of such vehicle within fifteen 
days after annual expiration of license, 
accompanying such application with the 
proper fee for such registration, shall be 
entitled to operate such vehicle until mid-
night of January thirty-first without display-
ing the registration certificate of the current 
year, on condition that such owner shall, 
during said time display upon such vehicle 
the number plates or plate assigned thereto 
for the previous year." 
The 1963 amendment added "except as pro-
vided by section 41-1-49.7" to the first sen-
tence; substituted "midnight of the last day 
of February" in the second sentence for "the 
twenty-eighth day of February" in the 
second sentence; and added a sentence pro-
viding for procedure if the last day of regis-
tration period falls on Sunday or holiday. 
The 1965 amendment substituted "a day in 
which state or county offices are not open for 
business" for "Sunday or a holiday." 
The 1973 amendment designated the 
former section as subsec. (1); inserted "prior 
to July 1, 1973" in the first sentence of 
subsec. (1); and added subsecs. (2), (3), and 
(4). 
The 1975 amendment inserted "or pickup 
truck with a gross laden weight of 9,000 
pounds or less" in su bsec. (2); deleted "and to 
which subsection (2) of this section shall 
apply" after "registered in this state" in 
subsec. (3); added "or as provided in subsec-
tion (2) of this section" to the first sentence 
of subsec. (3); added the second sentence of 
subsec. (3); and made minor changes in 
phraseology. 
The 1977 amendment substituted "subsec-
tions (3) and (4)" near the beginning of 
subsec. (2) for "subsection (3)"; substituted 
"subsection" for "section" in the second sen-
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tence of subsec. (3); inserted subsec. ( 4); and 
redesignated former subsec. (4) as subsec. (5). 
The 1978 amendment substituted "subsec-
tion (4)(e) of this section" in subd. (3)(f)(iii) 
for "subsection (d)"; and substituted "subsec-
tion (4)(f)" in subd. (3)(g) for "subparagraph 
(e)." 
The 1979 amendment deleted a subsec. (1) 
which read: "Every vehicle registration 
under this act and every registration card 
and every registration plate issued hereunder 
prior to July 1, 1973, shall expire at midnight 
on the thirty-first day of December of each 
year, except as provided by section 41-1-49.7. 
The owner of a vehicle registered under the 
provisions of this act shall be entitled to 
operate such vehicle under the registration of 
such vehicle for the preceding year upon dis-
playing the registration plates issued by the 
department for such year until midnight of 
the last day of February of the year for 
which the registration is required under the 
provisions of this act. When the last day of 
February falls on a day in which state or 
county offices are not open for business, the 
registration deadline is extended to midnight 
of the next business day"; redesignated 
former subsec. (2) as subsec. (1); inserted 
"and in section 41-1-49.7" in subsec. (1); 
deleted "or pickup truck with a gross laden 
weight of 9,000 pounds or less" before "in 
this state" in the middle of subsec. (1); 
deleted "beginning on July 1, 1973, except as 
provided in section 41-1-49. 7" after "in this 
state" in subsec. (1); inserted subsec. (2); sub-
stituted "tax commission" for "tax commis-
sioner" in subsec. (3); designated former 
subds. (4)(a) to (4)(g) as (3)(a) to (3)(g); des-
ignated former subsec. (5) as subsec. (4); and 
made minor changes in phraseology and 
style. 
41-1-49.1. Mobile amateur and citizen's band radio stations -
Value of unique plates recognized. The state recognizes the valuable 
assistance which mobile amateur and citizen's band radio stations can 
render in time of emergency and civil defense and recognizes the value of 
having these mobile stations distinctively marked with unique license 
plates so that they may be readily identified. · 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 1; 1969, ch. 96, 
§ 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1969 amendment inserted "and citi-
zen's band." 
Title of Act. 
An act providing for the issuance of .special 
automobile registration license plates to 
licensed radio amateurs in lieu of regular 
plates to further the cause of public safety 
and civil defense. - Laws 1955, ch. 67. 
41-1-49.2. "Operator" defined. An operator shall be deemed to be any 
person licensed by the federal communications commission to engage in 
private and experimental two-way radio operation on the amateur or citi-
zen's band radio frequencies. 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 2; 1969, ch. 96, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 2. The 1969 amendment substituted "oper-
ator" for "amateur"; and added "on the ama-
teur or citizen's band radio frequencies." 
41-1-49.3. Form of unique plates - Proof of radio operator's license 
- Expiration of permit and surrender of plates. Any bona fide condi-
tional class equivalent, or higher class licensed amateur radio operator, or 
citizen's band operator who is permitted by law to operate a fixed station 
in the state of Utah, will be allowed to register one vehicle per radio 
license issued by the federal government and receive for such vehicle dis-
tinctive license plates in lieu of regular plates. The number thereon will, 
be the same combination of figures and letters that make up the radio call 
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sign of the operator. The first letter will be either "A", "K", "N", or "W". 
The next characters will always be that combination of figures or letters 
assigned by the federal communications commission and indicated upon 
the operator's radio station permit; provided that in no case shall the 
license number be of less than four or more than eight characters. 
Proof of holding an operator's license from the federal communications 
commission must be furnished to the state tax commission before the 
plates will be issued. Should the operator's radio permit expire during any 
year and not be renewed, the special plates must be surrendered to the 
state tax commission in accordance with provisions of sec. 41-1-62, Utah 
Code A;nnotated 1953, for the issuance of regular plates. Any person failing 
to comply with this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 3; 1969, ch. 96, 
§ 3; 1979, ch. 159, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1969 amendment inserted "or citizen's 
band operator" in the first sentence; substi-
tuted "operator's" for "amateur's" through-
out the section; deleted a sentence which 
read: "The second character will be the figure 
'7"'; deleted "two or three" before "charac-
ters" in the fourth sentence; increased the 
permissible number of characters in license 
from 5 to 7; and made minor changes in 
phraseology. 
The 1979 amendment added "A" and "N" 
as permissible first letters; and increased the 
maximum number of characters on license 
plates from seven to eight. 
41-1-49.4. Notification to tax commission of intention to procure 
plates. Operators will notify the state tax commission at a time to be set 
by the commission of their intention to procure plates under terms of this 
act. Failure to do so will result in such operator being required to accept 
regular plates should the commission be unable to procure the special 
plates provided herein. Special plates may still be procured when available 
but operators will be subject to usual transfer fee. 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 4; 1969, ch. 96, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 4. The 1969 amendment substituted "oper-
ators" for "amateurs" throughout the 
section. 
41-1-49.5. Effect of transfer or assignment of title or interest in 
vehicle. Whenever an operator transfers or assigns his title or interest to 
a vehicle specially registered under this act the registration shall expire, 
but such operator may hold his special plates which he may have reissued 
to him upon the payment of the required transfer fees. He may only dis-
play such plates after receipt of new registration from commission. 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 5; 1969, ch. 96, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 5. The 1969 amendment substituted "oper-
ator" for "amateur" in two places. 
41-1-49.6. Fee. A fee of $5.00 per set of plates over and above the 
regular fee for the same class of vehicle will be charged for the operator's 
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special plates, regardless of the time of issue. This fee must accompany 
the application for license and is not refundable. 
History: L. 1955, ch. 67, § 6; 1969, ch. 96, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 6. The 1969 amendment increased the fee 
from $3 to $5; and substituted "operator's" 
for "amateur's." 
41-1-49.7. Registration of vehicles of political subdivisions or state 
- Expiration of registration. Every registration, registration card and 
registration plate issued hereunder to any town, city, board of education, 
county or other governmental department in the state or to the state of 
Utah itself shall be in full force and effect until such time as the vehicle 
for which such registration, registration card or registration plate was 
issued is no longer owned and operated by such town, city, board of educa-
tion, county or other governmental department in the state or by the state 
itself, or until such a time as the department shall in its discretion declare 
its expiration. 
This section shall not be construed to apply to motor vehicles in the ser-
vice of the governor of the state, the attorney general, or any federal, state 
or local governmental departments engaged in investigative work where 
secrecy is necessary. 
Whenever the owner of any vehicle subject to the provisions of this 
section transfers or assigns title or interest therein, the registration of 
that vehicle shall expire. The transferor shall remove the license plates 
therefrom and, within 20 days from the date of transfer, forward the same 
to the department to be destroyed, or the transferor may have the license 
plates and the registration number thereon assigned to a newly acquired 
vehicle. The transferor may only display such license plates upon a newly 
acquired vehicle after receipt of a new registration certificate issued by the 
department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.7, enacted by L. 
1963, ch. 66, § 17; L. 1979, ch. 158, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment added the option to 
the second sentence of the last paragraph to 
transfer the plates and registration number 
to a newly acquired vehicle; added the final 
sentence to the last paragraph; and made 
minor changes in phraseology. 
Repealing Clause. 
Section 18 of Laws 1963, ch. 66 provided: 
"Sections 41-1-41 and 41-1-129, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, are hereby repealed." 
41-1-49.8. Disabled persons - Special plates authorized. Any person 
who has lost, or has lost the use of, both legs or is so severely disabled 
or handicapped as to be unable to ambulate without the aid of a wheel 
chair or other mechanical device, or any person who is disabled or handi-
capped so severely as to be unable to ambulate without causing extreme 
discomfort or danger to their health and medical well-being, and who 
makes application to the department of motor vehicles on a form pre-
scribed and furnished by the department may be entitled to distinctive 
license plates upon presenting to the department acceptable medical proof 
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certifying that the applicant is currently and permanently disabled or 
handicapped. The proof may be a properly certified document issued by the 
Veterans Administration, by a duly licensed orthopedist, or any other med-
ical agency or authority as the department may prescribe. When a disabled 
or handicapped person is not the owner of a vehicle, and it is used as the 
primary means of transporting that disabled or handicapped person, the 
owner of the vehicle shall qualify for issuance of distinctive license plates, 
provided the owner presents documentary proof as herein required relating 
to the disability of the disabled or handicapped person. 
History: L. 1967, ch. 104, § 1; 1973, ch. 77, 
§ 1; 1977, ch. 171, § 1; 1979, ch. 160, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1973 amendment added a sentence 
which read: "The decal thus issued shall be 
attached to the driver's sun visor which will 
be left in a down position which will readily 
display the decal to police officers whenever a 
special parking privilege is requested." 
The 1977 amendment deleted "or decal" 
after "license plate" in the first and third 
sentences; deleted the sentence added by the 
1973 amendment; and made minor changes in 
phraseology. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "or handi-
capped" near the beginning and at the end of 
the first sentence; inserted "or any person • • 
• their health and medical well-being" in the 
first sentence; rewrote the last sentence 
which read: "A disabled person qualifying 
under this act may register only one motor 
vehicle, and the distinctive license plate shall 
be issued for that vehicle only and shall be 
nontransferable and shall be issued for one 
year"; and made minor changes in phraseol-
ogy. 
Title of Act. 
An act relating to license plates and park-
ing for vehicles owned, operated and used by 
disabled persons. - Laws 1967, ch. 104. 
41-1-49.9. Disabled persons - Parking privileges for qualifying 
persons. Any disabled person qualifying under this act shall be allowed 
to park the motor vehicle for reasonable periods without charge in metered 
parking zones and restricted parking areas other than those available for 
emergency use in a manner as to allow proper access to the automobile 
by the disabled person. Only those vehicles carrying distinctive (logo) 
handicapped license plates shall be allowed to park in publicly-owned 
places reserved for the handicapped. All other vehicles shall be subject to 
a misdemeanor for improper parking. 
History: L. 1967, ch. 104, § 2; 1973, ch. 77, 
§ 2; 1976, ch. 21, § 1; 1977, ch. 171, § 2; 1979, 
ch. 160, § 2. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1973 amendment substituted "and 
restricted parking areas • • • the disabled 
person" for "notwithstanding any other state 
or municipal ordinance or parking restric-
tion" in the first sentence. 
The 1976 amendment inserted "or pickup 
truck" in the first sentence. 
The 1977 amendment substituted "the 
motor vehicle" near the beginning of the 
section for "his passenger motor vehicle or 
pickup truck"; and made a minor change in 
phraseology. 
The 1979 amendment added the last two 
sentences. 
41-1-49.10. Disabled persons - Abuse of parking privileges -
Removal of special plate. Any disabled person who abuses the rights and 
privileges conferred under section 41-1-49.9 or allows individuals not dis-
abled to use these parking privileges without paying for these parking 
privileges may have his distinctive license plate revoked after suitable 
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notice and hearing has been given him by the director of the department 
of motor vehicles, the hearing subject to review by the district court of 
the county wherein the disabled person resides. 
History: L. 1967, ch. 104, § 3; 1977, ch. 
171, § 3. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1977 amendment substituted "these 
parking privileges" near the beginning of the 
section for "the parking privileges herein 
provided for"; deleted "or decal" after "li-
cense plate" in the middle of the section; and 
made minor changes in phraseology. 
41-1-49.11. Personalized License Plates Act - Citation. This act 
shall be known and may be cited as the "Personalized License Plates Act." 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.11, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 1. 
Title of Act. 
An act enacting sections 41-1-49.11, 
41-1-49.12, 41-1-49.13, 41-1-49.14, 41-1-49.15, 
41-1-49.16, 41-1-49.17, 41-1-49.18, 41-1-49.19 
and 41-1-49.20, Utah Code Annotated 1953; 
relating to personalized license plates; pro-
viding for issuance of personalized license 
plates by department of vehicle registration; 
providing for color, design and form of 
plates; providing restrictions and providing 
fees. - Laws 1975, ch. 125. 
41-1-49.12. Eligibility for personalized plate. Any person who is the 
registered owner of a vehicle not subject to registration under section 
41-1-88, registered with the department or who makes application for an 
original registration of a vehicle not subject to registration under section 
41-1-88, may, upon payment of the fee prescribed in section 41-1-49.17, 
apply to the department for personalized license plates, in the manner pre-
scribed in section 41-1-49.16, which plates shall be affixed to the vehicle 
for which registration is sought in lieu of the regular license plates. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.12, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 2; L. 1977, ch. 163, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1977 amendment deleted "passenger 
motor" before "vehicle" in three places; 
inserted "not subject to registration under 
section 41-1-88" in two places; and made 
minor changes in punctuation. 
41-1-49.13. Design of personalized plate. The personalized license 
plates shall be the same color and design as regular vehicle plates designed 
for the type of vehicle being licensed and shall consist of numbers or 
letters or any combin~tion as fixed by the motor vehicle department, pro-
vided that there are 1 no conflicts with existing passenger, commercial, 
trailer, motorcycle, or special license plates series. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.13, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 3; L. 1977, ch. 163, § 2. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1977 amendment substituted "vehicle 
plates designed for the type of vehicle being 
licensed" for "passenger motor vehicle 
plates"; and deleted "for regular passenger 
motor vehicles" after "motor vehicle depart-
ment." 
41-1-49.14. Personalized license plates defined. "Personalized license 
plates," as used in this article, mean license plates that have displayed 
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upon them the registration number assigned to the vehicle for which such 
registration number was issued in a combination of letters or numbers, 
or both, requested by the owner of the vehicle. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.14, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1975, ch. 125, § 4; L. 1977, ch. 163, § 3. The 1977 amendment deleted "passenger 
motor" before "vehicle" in the middle of the 
section. 
41-1-49.15. Issuance of personalized plate to registered owner. Per-
sonalized license plates shall be issued only to the registered owner of the 
vehicle on which they are to be displayed. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.15, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 5. 
41-1-49.16. Application for personalized plate. An applicant for issu-
ance of personalized license plates or renewal of such plates in the subse-
quent year pursuant to this article shall file an application therefor in such 
form and by such date as the department may require, indicating thereon 
the combination of letters or numbers, or both, requested as a registration 
number. There shall be no duplication of registration numbers, and the 
department may refuse to issue any combination of letters and numbers, 
or both, that may carry connotations offensive to good taste and decency 
or which would be misleading. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.16, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 6. 
41-1-49.17. Fee for personalized plate. In addition to the regular 
registration fee, the applicant shall be charged a fee of $30. In addition 
to the regular renewal fee, the applicant for a renewal of such plates shall 
be charged an additional fee of $5. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.17, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 7. 
41-1-49.18. Transfer fee for personalized plate. Whenever any person 
who has been issued personalized license plates applies to the department 
for transfer fee of such plates to a subsequently acquired passenger motor 
vehicle, a transfer of $7 shall be charged in addition to all other appropri-
ate fees. The department shall issue, at the time of the transfer, for use 
on the personalized license plate to be placed on the subsequently acquired 
passenger motor vehicle, a new monthly tag showing the month of the 
transfer. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.18, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1975, ch. 125, § 8; L. 1981, ch. 184, § 1. The 1981 amendment added the second 
sentence. 
41-1-49.19. Sale of vehicles - Report and release of personalized 
plate priority. When any person who has been issued personalized license 
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plates sells, trades, or otherwise releases ownership of the vehicle upon 
which the personalized license plates have been displayed, he shall immedi-
ately report the transfer of such plates to an acquired vehicle, or he shall 
surrender such plates to the department forthwith and release his priority 
to the letters or numbers, or combination thereof, displayed on the person-
alized license plates. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.19, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1975, ch. 125, § 9; L. 1977, ch. 163, § 4. The 1977 amendment substituted "acquired 
vehicle" for "acquired passenger motor vehi-
cle." 
41-1-49.20. Rules and regulations regarding personalized plates. 
The director may establish such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this article. 
History: C. 1953, 41-1-49.20, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 125, § 10. 
41-1-50. Certificates of title - Annual renewal unnecessary -
Superseded certificates invalid. Certificates of title need not be renewed 
annually but shall remain valid until canceled by the department for cause 
or upon a transfer of any interest shown therein. Certificates of title will 
be deemed to be invalid when superseded by a duplicate certificate issued 
under the provisions of section 41-1-56 or when the certificate has been 
superseded by a certificate issued by another state or country. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 49; C. 1943, Collateral ReCerences. 
57-3a-50; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 10. Automobiles p 20. 
Compiler's Notes. 60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 42. 
The 1979 amendment added the second 7A AmJur 2d 213-215, Automobiles and 
sentence. Highway Traffic §§ 26, 27. 
41-1-51. Application for renewal of registration. Application for 
renewal of a vehicle registration shall be made by the owner upon proper 
application and by payment of the registration fee for such vehicle, as pro-
vided by law. The application for registration renewal shall be accompa-
nied by the last registration card issued for such vehicle or duplicate 
thereof issued under the provisions of section 41-1-55. The new registration 
card issued shall show the identical information with respect to the owner 
and the vehicle description as shown on the surrendered registration card 
and the additional period of time for which registration has been granted. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 50; C. 1943, 
57-3a-51; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 11. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment added the second and 
third sentences. 
Collateral ReCerences. 
Automobiles P 39. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 101. 
7A AmJur 2d 215, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 28. 
41-1-52. Renewal of registration. The department may receive appli-
cations for registration or renewal registration and grant the same and 
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issue new registration cards and plates at any time prior to expiration of 
registration, but no person shall display upon a vehicle the new registra-
tion plates prior to December fifteenth of the year preceding which such 
license is issued. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 51; 1937, ch. 65, Compiler's Notes. 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-52. The 1937 amendment inserted "registra-
tion or"; added "of the year preceding which 
such license is issued"; and made a minor 
change in phraseology. 
41-1-53. Notice of change of address. Whenever any person after 
making application for or obtaining the registration of a vehicle or a certif -
icate of title shall move from the address named in the application or 
shown upon a registration card or certificate of title, such person shall 
within ten days thereafter notify the department in writing of his old and 
new addresses. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 52; C. 1943, 
57-3a-53. 
41-1-54. Change of name - New title and registration. Whenever 
the name of any person who has made application for or obtained the 
registration of a vehicle or a certificate of title is thereafter changed by 
marriage or otherwise, such person shall surrender the last certificate of 
title issued for such vehicle and the last registration card and file applica-
tions for a new certificate of title and for a transfer of registration or a 
new registration. The department upon receipt of the required fees shall 
issue a new certificate of title and a new registration card. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 53; C. 1943, 
57-3a-54; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 12. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment substituted "surren-
der the last certificate * * * or a new regis-
tration" at the end of the first sentence for 
"within ten days notify the department of 
such former and new name"; and added the 
second sentence. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 39. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 101. 
Registration of automobile as affected by 
name used to identify owner, 47 ALR 1103. 
41-1-55. Lost or damaged registration cards and plates. In the event 
any registration card or registration plate is lost, mutilated or becomes 
illegible the owner or legal representative or successor in interest of the 
owner of the vehicle for which the same was issued as shown by the 
records of the department shall immediately make application for and may 
obtain a duplicate or a substitute or a new registration under a new regis-
tration number, as determined to be most advisable by the department, 
upon the applicant furnishing information satisfactory to the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 54; C. 1943, Collateral References. 
57-3a-55. Automobiles P 41. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 106. 
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41-1-56. Lost or damaged certificates of title. In the event any certif-
icate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated or becomes illegible, the owner or 
legal representative or successor in interest of the owner of the vehicle for 
which the same was issued, as shown by the records of the department, 
shall immediately make application for and may obtain a duplicate upon 
the applicant furnishing information satisfactory to the department. Any 
certificate of title issued pursuant to this section shall have printed or 
stamped in ink upon its face the words "Duplicate certificate" and, in the 
event that more than one duplicate certificate shall be issued, this fact 
shall likewise be made to appear upon the face thereof. Said duplicate cer- -
tificate when issued as provided for herein shall supersede and invalidate 
all other certificates issued prior thereto. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 55; C. 1943, 
57-3a-56; L. 1979, ch. 150, § 13. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "stolen" 
near the beginning of the first sentence; 
added the third sentence; and made a minor 
change in phraseology. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <P 20. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 42. 
41-1-57. Altered or changed identification or serial number~ The -
owner of a vehicle required to be registered hereunder, the identification 
or serial number of which has been altered, removed, defaced, or has not 
been placed thereon shall within thirty days from the date this act takes 
effect, make application in form prescribed by the department, for a special 
number. He shall furnish such information as will satisfy the department 
that he is the owner of such vehicle and furnish such information as will 
fully identify such vehicle with the registration thereof for the current 
year, whereupon the department shall assign a special number for the 
vehicle, preceded by a symbol indicating this state, which special number 
shall be a state official number. A record of state official numbers so 
-assigned shall be maintained by the department. The owner shall stamp 
said number upon the vehicle as directed by the department, and upon 
receipt by the department of a certificate by its authorized motor vehicle 
inspector that he has inspected and found said number stamped upon the 
vehicle as directed, and in a workmanlike manner, together with applica-
tion for a certificate of title such state official number shall be regarded 
as the identification or serial number of said vehicle. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 56; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-57; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment inserted "required to 
be registered hereunder, the identification" 
in the first sentence; inserted "or has not 
been placed thereon shall" in the first sen-
tence; inserted "of such vehicle and furnish 
such information as will fully identify such 
vehicle with the registration thereof for the 
current year" in the second sentence; substi-
tuted references to state official numbers for 
references to special numbers;· 'stibstituted 
"vehicle" for "engine or otherwise" in the 
fourth sentence; and substituted "its author-
ized motor vehicle" for "a peace officer" in 
the last sentence. 
The 1955 amendment substituted "identifi-
cation" for "engine" in the first and last sen-
tences; and substituted "vehicle" for "engine 
of a motor vehicle and upon the frame of a 
trailer or semitrailer" in the last sentence., 
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Collateral References. 
Automobiles <;;:::,:, 39. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 101. 
7A AmJur 2d 264, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 85. 
41-1-58. Fraudulent altering or changing, a felony. Any person who 
with fraudulent intent shall deface, destroy, or alter the identification or 
serial number or state official number of a vehicle or shall place or stamp, 
without authority by the department, other than the original identification 
or serial number upon a vehicle or shall sell or offer for sale any motor 
vehicle bearing an altered or defaced identification or serial number or 
state official number other than the original or the state official number 
assigned as above provided, shall be guilty of a felony. This section is not 
intended to prevent any manufacturer or importer or agent thereof, other 
than a dealer, from placing or stamping in the ordinary course of business 
numbers on vehicles registered hereunder or parts thereof, removed or 
changed and replacing the numbered parts. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 57; 1937, ch. 65, 
§ 1; C. 1943, 57-3a-58; L. 1955, ch. 66, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1937 amendment inserted references to 
the state official number; and added the last 
sentence. 
The 1955 amendment substituted "identifi-
cation" for "engine" throughout the first sen-
tence. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <;;:::,:, 6. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 16. 
7A AmJur 2d 268, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 92. 
41-1-59. Regulations governing change of engine. The commission is 
authorized to adopt and enforce such registration rules and regulations as 
may be deemed necessary and compatible with the public interest with 
respect to the change or substitution of one engine in place of another in 
any motor vehicle, or with respect to the operation of a vehicle delivery 
of which is to be taken at the factory. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 58; C. 1943, 
57-3a-59. 
41-1-60. Registration bulletins. The commission may annually, follow-
ing renewal of registration, compile and publish in books or bulletins a 
list of all registered vehicles and may thereafter compile and publish 
supplements thereto at least every three months. The list of registered 
vehicles shall be arranged serially according to the registration numbers 
assigned to registered vehicles and shall contain in addition the names and 
addresses of registered owners and a brief description of each vehicle, 
including the motor or other identifying number thereof. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 59; C., 1943, 
57-3a-60; L. 1963, ch. 66, § 6, 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1963 amendment substituted "may" 
for "shall" in two places in the first sentence. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <;;:::,:, 39. 
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 101. 
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41-1-61. Copies to be furnished. The commission shall furnish a copy 
of such registration lists without charge to any police department filing 
request for the same on or before January fifteenth of each year and shall · 
furnish a copy thereof upon payment of a uniform amount approximating 
the cost thereof as determined by the commission to any other person or 
agency filing written request for the same on or before January fifteenth 
of the year for which such lists are published. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 60; C. 1943, 
57-3a-61. 
ARTICLE 4 
TRANSFERS OF TITLE OR INTEREST 
Section 
41-1-62. Transfer by owner. 
41-1-63. Endorsement of assignment and warranty of title. 
41-1-64. New owner to secure transfer of registration and new certificate of title. 
41-1-65, 41-1-66. Repealed. 
41-1-67. Transfer by operation of law. 
41-1-68. New owner may register or upon transfer execute an assignment. 
41-1-69. Lien holder securing dealer's license. 
41-1-70. Repealed. 
41-1-71. When department to transfer and issue new certificate - Records of certificates 
and applications. 









Manufacturer or dealer to give notice of sale or transfer. 
Assignment by lien holder. 
Release by lien holder to owner. 
Failure to endorse and deliver certificate a misdemeanor. 
Owner not liable for negligent operation after transfer. 
Permit required to dismantle motor vehicle. 
Use of dismantling permit - Sale or transfer of vehicle - Rebuilt vehicles. 
Abandoned and inoperable vehicles - Determination by commission - Disposal 
of vehicles. 
41-1-62. Transfer by owner. Whenever the owner of a registered vehi-
cle transfers or assigns his title, or interest, thereto, the registration of 
said vehicle shall expire. 
The owner shall remove the registration plates therefrom and within 
twenty days from the date of transfer shall forward the same to the 
department to be destroyed or may have such plates and the registration 
number thereon assigned to another vehicle upon the payment of the 
transfer fee provided by law and subject to the rules and regulations of 
the department. 
History: L. 1935, ch. 46, § 61; C. 1943, 
57-3a-62; L. 1957, ch. 71, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment added "or may have • 
• • of the department" to the second sentence 
of the second paragraph; and deleted a final 
sentence which read: "If the registration 
plates are removed and forwarded as above 
provided, the owner shall be entitled to a new 
registration upon the payment of the trans-
fer fee provided by law." 
Effective Date. 
Section 2 of Laws 1957, ch. 71 provided 
that the act should take effect upon approval. 
Approved March 20, 1957. 
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